After high school Panchyshyn worked in the family
business but the restoration of muscle cars was a big side
operation. It’s not surprising that he has a collection of
amazing muscle, which are either restored or in the
process of being restored or refurbished. While he now
owns this killer 68 Hemi Charger, he isn’t overly brand
loyal as a concours restored, cross ram’d '69 7Z/28 is cur-
rently the centrepiece of his collection. He also has a bevy
of Oldsmobiles, including the only known 1968 Ramrod
350 Cutlass S convertible which was sold new out of Win-
nipeg, MB. The car is considered somewhat of a unicorn
and Panchyshyn says its pedigree is somewhat con-
tentious in the Oldsmobile world because it isn’t sup-
posed to exist. It may be one of maybe two built or one of
one.,

(Editor’s note: We will be featuring this car in an up-
coming issue of this magazine with documentation and
verifications, so subscribe and make sure you don’t miss
that issue.)

To keep that unicorn company, he also has a ’69 W-31
and 70 W-31, both 4-speed cars. On the other side of the
paddock are a couple Mopars to keep this latest edition
company - a '69.5 A12 Road Runner and a wicked ’32.5
Plymouth Coupe with a blown 392 Hemi. He’s also got a
number of project cars, along with all the neat old iron in
the auto salvage yard, so, he’s got all angles covered when
it comes to cars.

In 2021 Panchyshyn was searching for a red '68 Charger
just like the one he had back in high school when he
found this '68 Hemi Charger R/T on the Eric’s Muscle
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At left, in the early 90s Mopar Collector’s Guide wrote a story about
Canadian Hemi cars and mentioned, by VIN anyways, this '68 Hemi
Charger RT..sold new in Hinton, AB. Above, the R/T Charger was an ag-
gressive car so no surprise the advertising matched its nature.

Cars website. Because of the Hemi the asking price gave
him pause, but as he started decoding the fender tag he
noticed the 331 red paint code and knew how rare a colour
it was. Turns out only around 400 or so of the 96,100 68
Chargers produced were painted in the “spring” coded
colour. Then he saw it was a W6 Canadian spec car. He be-
came pretty interested and after a bit more detective
work he came across a Lee Ellison “Hemi Cars in
Canada” feature in an early '90s Mopar Collector’s Guide.

In the article it’s stated that only 22 Hemi Charger R/Ts
made there way to the Great White North. Yep, this
car...with its XS29J8B digits...was listed. We couldn’t find
any info refuting that number so for now that’s what we’ll
go with.

The Charger sold new to a Dan Pankiewich out of Val-
ley Chrysler in Hinton, AB and the broadcast sheet break-
down reveals a pretty impressive options list. Take a deep
breath...along with the aforementioned Hemi and the 331
bright red paint, it was ordered with a white vinyl top —
we’ve found info that says up to 75% of 1968 Chargers
were ordered with vinyl tops —15” F-70 Red Streak
Goodyear Speedway tires on Magnum 500 wheels, power
disc brakes, drip rail, body belt and wheel lip mouldings,
fender signal lamps, passenger side mirror and stripe
delete. It was ordered with black bucket seats and con-
sole, power windows, AM 8-Track radio, tachometer,
tinted windows and rear window defogger the better to
see behind you during cold Canadian winters.

It was built on April 5, 1968 at the Hamtramck, MI plant
to the W-6 code Canada built spec. It was then shipped to

SUMMER 2022

the small, west-central lumber town of Hinton, AB. With
the Hemi and all those options, it is pretty much guaran-
teed to have been special ordered and by someone who
had a few bucks to spare.

We don’t know much about the car’s early years, but we
know, thanks to a friend at registries, that it eventually
made its way out to the Maritimes. In the early '90s, it
dropped down to Georgia, where it was until 2002-3. At
that time, the Charger’s owner was NFL defensive end
John Thierry. It was at the end of his professional career
— he retired from the Atlanta Falcons after the 2002 sea-
son — that he bought this Hemi Charger, adding to a col-
lection that already had a few over-the-top muscle
machines. We don’'t know what condition Thierry bought
it in but we do know that he’s the one who ‘hot-rodded’ it,
as the Hemi was built stout along with suspension and
brake updates, including a new K-Member, all to accom-
pany the stouter Hemi. It doesn’t look like any body or in-
terior mods were done. Panchyshyn thinks there might
have been a few body patches when Thierry painted it
black, but with just 82,000 original miles on the odometer
thinks the interior is all original.

Unfortunately Thierry passed away in 2017 at 46 years
of age and the Charger went to his wife. In 2018 it was
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sold to a Kevin Dooley out of Vienna,VA. Dooley appar-
ently had a lot of fun with it for a couple years before de-
ciding to sell it.

In Panchyshyn he, eventually, found an eager buyer.
Though initially unsure of making such an investment,
Panchyshyn decided the car had too many pluses to ig-
nore.

“It was a red ’68 Charger R/T, something like my old
high school ride and......it had a Hemi and it was Cana-
dian, maybe I should take the plunge - that would be one
awesome machine,” says Panchyshyn. “And it would be
great to bring it back into Canada.” Well, after a little
back-and-forth on the website the Hemi Charger made its
way back home.

Panchyshyn isn’t sure how much work the Charger will
need to bring it back to totally original but he does know
he’s starting with the original engine and 727 auto trans-
mission and that’s a very nice start to any muscle car
restoration.

Before the restoration Panchyshyn says he wants to
have a little fun with the Hemi R/T and we can’t blame
him. We don’t know when the restoration will begin or be
finished but when it is, look to read about it in Muscle
Cars:Bone Stock & Modified.
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